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[Here to Judge Theme Song]
Robin:
Welcome to Here to Judge where we scour the internet to dissect dilemmas and decide who's to blame. Here to Judge today is me, Robin Morgan.


Priya:
 Me, Priya Hall.
Leila:
And me, Leila Navabi. 

Robin:
'Am I the asshole for making my girlfriend wear white to a wedding? My best friend and I are the type to always pull pranks on each other, it's just how our friendship formed and we always get a kick out of it. For example, he once invited me to a party and told me to wear a costume and when I got there it was normal attire. I laughed after the initial embarrassment and like I said, we're comfortable enough to do that to each other.' It's also a big plot in Bridget Jones, but still. 'He had a wedding this past weekend (socially distant, everyone was spread out and it was entirely outdoors). In the weeks leading up to the wedding I told my girlfriend to wear white as it was expected that all the women would wear it. She was reluctant but I told her that it was just a quirky thing the bride and groom were doing.' Sorry he's written 'bridge'. 'The bridge and groom were doing. So she said 'OK' and bought a white dress. When we got to the wedding it was standard wedding attire and my girlfriend was mortified. When my best friend saw what I had done he was cracking up and joked 'I guess you two are getting married instead of us'. Jesus. 

Leila:
The banter. 

Robin:
Such banter isn't it? It's such good banter. 'The bride was pissed off and made a huge deal out of it. Normally she is really chill so I was surprised by her anger. My friend even tried to calm her down and told her it was just clothing and it doesn't change anything'. Yeah as if she's really angry because she's confused that she's not getting married anymore. 'Now I feel incredibly bad by what happened. I really didn't think it was a big deal. I personally think this is being blown out of proportion but I don't know'.

Priya:
I think he does know.

Leila:
Yeah he does. Oh I hate this guy so much. 

Priya:
He absolutely knows.

Leila:
I hate this guy. Do you know this is the guy that always hits on me before they realise I'm a lesbian and then when I say I'm a lesbian they like ask to watch, that's what he is. 

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Absolutely, like shut up, you're not the main character. You're not the main. He thinks it's his life and everyone else is a puppet, no.

Robin:
Yeah he thinks he's the funniest guy in the office. He's the one who heckles, he shouts out 'What time does the comedy start?' 

Leila:
Oh my God he is that guy. 

Robin:
The most unoriginal person who thinks they are like genius. 

Leila:
Like it's his mentality is what's bothering me because he's clearly gone 'I've got this really great idea for a prank that no one else would ever think of. I'm going to do it'. No everyone has had that thought in their head, if you're on a cliff then you're like 'Oh should I jump?' You're not going to. It's the same thing, like you just don't do it, you just know not to do it. 

Robin:
But also it's like he's not even pranking himself. Like he's put his girlfriend who has not had this social contract of absolute mega bants. 
Leila:
Yeah.

Robin:
Like he's just sort of like throwing her under the bus with it, it's proper, it's proper shit. 

Priya:
I think anyone that's using the phrase 'making my girlfriend wear' anything...

Robin:
Sure.

Priya:
...is a guaranteed wrong 'un, dyed-in-the-wool wrong 'un. 
Leila:
If we're playing devil's advocate, all of it is a bit weird and this whole like she's a virgin, she's wearing white, it's a wedding. Like all of that is a bit bollocks but ultimately why are you doing that to your girlfriend? Like you do it.

Robin:
Yeah that's actually it. If he turned up wearing a white dress that's actually quite funny. 

Leila:
Yeah because he looks like a dick then but all he's done is made his girlfriend look like a dick.

Priya:
Yeah 100%.

Leila:
Which is like why? Like why? I hate those, I absolutely, you know those pranks that guys keep doing to their girlfriends where like, have you seen them?

Robin:
Yeah for like TikTok views. 

Priya:
That are like low key abusive.

Leila:
Yeah like 'You look ugly today, I think you could have tried harder' or whatever and they cry and they go 'It's a prank!' Sorry, I thought we left Sam Pepper in 2012.

Robin:
Yeah right? I've noticed this with parents and their kids a little bit. I few years ago there was this fad? I'm turning into my parents. A fad, then wearing daps. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
It was a craze where parents were throwing you know those singles cheeses you get from the supermarket, like for burgers.

Leila:
Yeah.

Robin:
Just cheesing their children. 

Leila:
Oh my God.

Robin:
Throwing cheese into kids heads.

Leila:
Why?

Robin:
It's fucking bleak isn't it? But for bants Leila. For absolute bants.

Leila:
No.

Priya:
Imagine if that was your first memory?

Leila:
[Laughs] It would be!

Priya:
Like your first memory is your mother throwing cheese into your face? 

Leila:
That is what your first, your whole childhood, you couldn't go to McDonalds without.

Priya:
Or you think that's how cheese is eaten, just slung from a distance by a loved one.

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
I hate it. I hate this guy. I just hate, and I also hate the groom who said 'I guess you two are getting married instead of us' because he's clearly part of this weird bro banter with each other, fine, just fine it's not for me.

Priya:
I read that line as him being like, that's the awkward reaction you'd have right? I'm choosing to believe no one found this funny except for the poster. 

Leila:
OK yeah that's right. I mean fair enough, yeah maybe I'm a pessimist and I just think, if this man wasn't his best man then you're not close enough to be doing a joke like this. This guy who has posted this, probably isn't even that close, like in his head he's like I've got this great banter with my best mate. It's like no, this is a guy you know once in work he made you a cup of tea once and now you're obsessed with him. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
And you just want to be his friend so badly that you've manifested this life where you're best friends and do crazy pranks on each other. 
Robin:
Would you like to get more angry about him? There's a comment underneath the original article that says 'At this point, I would really appreciate it if women didn't respond to this thread due to bias on their part, thanks'. 

Leila:
What he said that?

Robin:
He said that underneath, he edited the post to say 'Listen I'm not getting the responses I want here and it's not my fault, it's the fault of 51% of the world'. 

Priya:
It's like it's a given that half of the population will be angry about this.

Leila:
Yes.

Priya:
It's a given, so we'll just disregard them.

Robin:
Exactly.

Priya:
Their opinions do not matter. 

Leila:
I mean look, there's another comment that says 'That wasn't even a prank, he just lied and manipulated his girlfriend into embarrassing herself so he and his buddy could have a laugh. He didn't prank his friend, he pranked his girlfriend. If OP had worn a white dress into the reception and then changed after 15 minutes or so maybe he would have been a funny guy'. I mean I don't think that's funny personally, but fine. 'Even an all white suit would have been OP committing to pranking his friend, but instead he lied to others to laugh at them'. Yeah exactly that. Shut up OP, go and like do some thinking, you're not the main character, bye. That's how I feel about that.

Priya:
[Laughs]

Robin:
Have you ever seen bad best man speeches?

Priya:
I hardly ever go to weddings, I never get invited. Which I think says a lot about my vibe. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
And I don't mind it. If anything it works for me.

Robin:
Are you the person who will pull a prank? Yeah.

Priya:
Oh 100%, I only own white wedding dresses.

Leila:
I've just been to lovely weddings in my time. I know that my wedding, this is the thing I always think about it because I've been with my girlfriend for three years now, so we'll probably end up getting married eventually, that's on the horizon. But every time I think about it, I think about the number of cringe jokes people are going to make about it being two women. Not in a mean way but just be like 'Here come the bride and groom, which one's the groom?' This whole wedding and tradition and all this stuff is just very stressful to me...

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
...in a general sense. And if anyone goes out of their way to make a point of that like this, it's just don't do it, whoever you are.

Priya:
Yeah.

Leila:
But on that note, I will invite both of you to my wedding and that can break first, yeah just don't wear white.
Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
I mean there will be two women in white on my wedding day probably though.
Robin:
Three if Priya's going.

Leila:
Three if Priya's going, very true, yeah, yeah, yeah, why not? Let's just all yeah [laughs]. I think he's an asshole.

Robin:
Yeah I think.

Priya:
Oh yeah he has to be.

Robin:
Totally. I think Priya had it, dyed-in-the-wool asshole [laughs].
Priya:
[Laughs]

Robin:
Like straight from the off, we knew which way this was going.


[Here's to Judge Interim Music]

Priya:
'My boyfriend, 24 male keeps lying and telling people we have a baby.' Uh oh. 'So this kind of started off as a joke but my boyfriend is starting to take it too far and I'm getting anxious. We both want kids but have talked about how we definitely want to wait until we're both older and more financially stable. One day he started making offhand comments about our future baby Violet. For example his sister had a baby last year and he'd say stuff like 'That outfit would look cute on Violet'. I went along with it because it felt harmless at the time. We're both working from home due to the pandemic and share a room for our office. I've heard him make comments to his co-workers about how Violet kept him up all night and stuff like that. When I asked him about it he said, they know he's joking and that is becoming is go-to joke for when he's hungover or up all night gaming. I thought it was weird but decided to believe him since it was only a handful of times. However, the other day I found a pacifier in our closet... 

Leila:
[Draws breath- shocked]

Priya:
...under some dirty clothes. My first thought was that it was somehow from his niece but she's never been over here. I asked my boyfriend about it and he said 'It must be something leftover from the last tenant' (???) Anyway, I don't know if I'm overreacting or what but this is starting to make me uncomfortable. I really don't want kids right now and it feels like he's basically made up a child to everyone. How do I approach him about this so that it doesn't make either of us look like a weirdo? (Even though I think he's kind of being one right now)'. I think this one is really indicative of how women are on Reddit, where we're like 'Obviously I'm in the wrong here. So what can I do to mitigate the circumstances? My boyfriend is acting real strange'. 
Leila:
This frightens me in a big, big way. It's like he's got this haunted...

Robin:
It totally feels haunted. 

Leila:
This is a cursed story. I'm convinced that he's seeing things or like there's a little girl that's following him around in his life. What games is he playing? What are the video games?

Robin:
See this is the thing, I think that she should break up with him just because he gets shitfaced and plays video games each night. I think that is a red flag enough for me.

Priya:
Not buying a dummy for his fake baby?
Robin:
That's fine. What's wrong with that?

Leila:
From the last tenant, like I had this idea that the last tenant was just a baby, I thought that would be really fun. 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Robin:
Yeah [laughs].

Leila:
Like laughing about, sorry this is my dummy. Just a baby in like a suit. I mean I've never seen it, I could not tell you what it's about. 

Robin:
Boss Baby.

Leila:
Boss Baby, it's a baby in a suit.

Robin:
It's about this. It's about a baby who rents an apartment and then becomes boss. So yeah.

Priya:
And is gaslighting a nice man who works from home. 

Robin:
[Laughs] Do you think that's what the ??? is about? It must be left from the last tenant? We know that the tenant was a baby. 

Leila:
Yeah, yeah, yeah. I mean benefit of the doubt, the last tenant was a baby. Oh! The last tenant was Violet.

Priya:
And she lives in the walls!

Leila:
She lives in the walls [laughs].

Priya:
You know those stories where people find out someone has been living in their walls for like eight years?

Leila:
Uh no. 

Priya:
It's Violet.

Leila:
Tell me about them.

Priya:
She's been a baby for the whole eight years.

Leila:
No. These frighten me.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Right people say they're living in? I've never verbalised this before or vocalised this before but I've had the thought about living in the walls. Is this there's a room behind the wall secretly? Or is this like standing flat in a wall? Like what?

Priya:
Like a lizard.

Leila:
Yeah and like I need to know.

Robin:
But I think to start out, they're babies so it's really spacious. But then if it is eight years, it's going to get cramped. 

Leila:
I really hope that there's not a baby in the wall.

Priya:
Look, we all hope there's not a baby in the walls but sometimes things don't turn out as you want them to and you end up with a baby in the walls. 

Robin:
I think that's another Reddit threat I've read [laughs].

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
You know now I've got, you know Wonderwall but I've got Babywall instead.

Robin:
Babywall.

Leila:
[Sings to the tune of Wonderwall] And after all...

Robin:
There's a baby in the wall. I think it's good that they're raising awareness of these questions that you should ask letting agents when you see a property. 
Priya:
And how many babies are there in the wall?

Robin:
You know when you see people like knocking walls, like builders that it's just to check if babies are in the wall, that's all it is. 

Priya:
And the babies knock back.

Leila:
Why do they do that? They always do that. Same with watermelons. I'm seeing people like slapping watermelons and checking for babies. Have you not?

Priya:
Yes.

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
Right is it just me? Have you seen this?

Priya:
I've never seen anyone knock on a watermelon Leila, in my life. 

Leila:
No, just like fully slap. Never? 

Priya:
[Laughs] No.

Robin:
That was like a sort of a spanking gesture. 

Leila:
Yes! Yes! Do you think I'm joking? Right, I'm being fairly serious. I actually, this is one of my first memories, I'm not joking. 

Robin:
I was in the wall.

Leila:
No, no [laughs]. Yeah I was like in this wall, no. 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
No it was on this school trip, I must have been like I don't seven, maybe younger probably actually. And they took us to food shops to get fruit salad ingredients and we made fruit salad in school. And the guy who was like 'This is how you go around the supermarket' literally hit a watermelon and was like 'This is how you check if it's ripe'. So I'm answering my own question, that's why they do it. But since I've really noticed people doing that.

Robin:
I've never seen, like I think the wall thing is to see whether it's a load bearing one. 

Priya:
So it's insulated properly, no? 

Robin:
Yeah or whether you can like build into it because if it's just plasterboard then it will just go through. 

Priya:
Oh right yeah.

Robin:
Noone's like building extensions on watermelons, to my knowledge. 

Leila:
You never know. 

Robin:
Yeah [laughs]

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
That's what you think [laughs]. What about this baby, guys?

Leila:
What about this baby? Um? I mean I don't want to say he's an asshole but I don't think he's very well. 

Robin:
You see I think he's just stupid. I think he's an idiot and he's got this inside joke about them having a baby. I mean my theory doesn't back up the fact that there's a dummy, I've just realised [laughs].

Priya:
Yeah why would you buy a dummy for an inside joke?

Leila:
I've had a thought. I'm going to switch this all out and you're going to get a shock. What if this woman is nuts and she doesn't want to believe she has a baby but has a baby? 

Priya:
Violet's been real all along.

Leila:
She's like 'Will you stop pretending we've got a baby?' and he's like 'Baby, we've got a baby'. And she's like 'No we don't have one'. 

Priya:
In that world she's accusing him of being hungover and playing with games all night while she's just fully ignoring her baby.

Robin:
Yeah, yeah, he's playing this real-life parenting simulator. 

Leila:
Yeah [laughs].

Robin:
God it really sounds like there's a baby crying next door.

Leila:
When did the SIMS get so realistic?

Robin:
Yeah exactly [laughs].

Priya:
'I found this dummy' and meanwhile the entire house is covered in baby paraphernalia.

Leila:
Please get help if you're either afraid that someone is saying that you've got a baby and you haven't. Or if you have a baby and you're not willing to acknowledge that, get help. Yeah everyone in the story needs help, or one of the people do.

Robin:
Violet especially.

Priya:
She's in the walls. 

Leila:
She's in the walls.

Robin:
She's in the bloody walls. 


[Here to Judge Interlude Music]

Leila:
'Am I unreasonable to have expected her to offer cake?' And this is from Tweedy543, which I like to believe is Cheryl Cole going by her old surname. 

Robin:
One of her many old surnames.

Leila:
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini Tweedy Cole.

Robin:
Yeah.

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
'I met a friend for coffee this morning. As we were waiting to order I got my purse out to pay for both coffees, we usually take it in turns to buy rounds. And my friend said something along the lines of 'It's OK, I'll get it, I want a slice of cake'. Friend then orders coffee for both of us and cake for herself but didn't ask me if I wanted one. If the roles had been reversed I'd have asked if she wanted a slice of cake as well. In fact the roles have been reversed and I offered to buy chips in a pub for her, or ice cream in a shop if I'd been getting something for myself. The reason I'm asking is that I often think my friend is a bit self-centred but I'm wondering if we just have two different approaches to life?'
Priya:
This is the difference between the Reddit ones and the Mumsnet ones. Reddit is like 'I'm scared my boyfriend has lost his mind'. This one is like 'I feel like I should have had some cake'. 

Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
Re-evaluate what a problem is. 

Leila:
Yeah. I mean I don't know this is sort of the mundane stuff that happens to everyone every now and again. Like the stuff, like a social interaction doesn't go the way you would expect it to because you're social conventions are different or whatever. That's just something you get over in the second beforehand. You know have you ever like, someone has got themselves cutlery and not you and it's just like, oh OK I'll go get some cutlery, it's not ideal but it's not, you don't ruminate. I know that that's happened to me but I could never tell you who by. 
Robin:
Well maybe this is a journaling exercise...

Priya:
Yeah.

Robin:
...for the person wronged. I keep forgetting who has wronged me, so I'll just go onto Mumsnet every single time. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
It has to be public or otherwise it didn't happen. 

Robin:
Absolutely.

Leila:
This is Cheryl Cole and Nadine Coyle I've decided. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
In my head that's what this is. 

Robin:
And has been established it is a peak Mumsnet isn't it? Especially when you're comparing it to Reddit where it feels just completely it doesn't matter. But then occasionally Mumsnet, have you guys heard of the penis beaker one?

Leila:
No.

Priya:
Only from you, I feel. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
I think I've heard this from you before. 

Robin:
It's like my go-to anecdote at weddings, funerals and birthday parties. It basically was a mum saying 'Everyone has got a penis beaker right?' And everyone says 'What's a penis beaker?' And it is a jar which her husband has on the side of the bed to wash his penis after sex. 

Leila:
I'm going to be sick. 

Robin:
Yeah. Well you could use the beaker. It's a receptacle for many purposes [laughs].

Priya:
I wouldn't want to put your face anywhere near that.

Robin:
I feel like I need to defend Mumsnet. It's not just cake and pass agg, it's also penis beakers [laughs].

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Can I talk about something that isn't related to, well it's related to this but it's not related to the Am I the Asshole specially, and that's about penis cleanliness and how I will never judge someone for that. I was working on a show, it was a bit like Embarrassing Bodies but it was a sexual health clinic. There was this guy on it and he went in and he said 'I think my dick has grown. I don't want to be really like thingy about it but basically my foreskin doesn't fit anymore.' And the nurse was like 'OK how old are you?' and he was like 'I'm 24' And he was like 'I think it's stopping growing now but let's see'. And she was said 'Have you ever pulled it back?' and he went 'No' and she said 'Washed it?' and he was like 'I'm sensitive so I've splashed water on it but not' and [gagging noises]. He pulls back the foreskin and there was a chunk all around the edge of what looked like cheese, like Philadelphia. Yeah, yeah, yeah.
Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
I hate that you brought this into my life.

Leila:
I then had to edit this clip so it was suitable for audiences and had to cover the dick with an emoji of an aubergine the whole way through.

Robin:
And a block of cheese.

Leila:
Yeah I swear to God yeah. It's got like a million odd views or something now but every time it gets another view or I see that it's gone viral again, I think to myself, do you know how many hours of me having to zoom in to this man's horrible uncleanly penis it took for this to happen for you? I hope it was worth it. So I will never judge anyone for a beaker if they want to wash their penis in it, please by all means just wash your dick, please. 

Priya:
I think we can not want that scenario to happen and still be angry about the beaker. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
Those two things can happen in tandem. 

Leila:
I disagree. I just think I've be traumatised in a big way by that. Very bad. Oh, I can't stop seeing it in my head. 

Priya:
Oh my God.

Leila:
Anyway, that's beside, what was this one again?

Priya:
Cake.

Leila:
Cake. 


[Here to Judge Theme Song]

Melanie:
This has been a Little Wander production. Music from Rhodri Viney. Local artwork from Sam Roberts. Voice from Melanie Walters. With special thanks to Beth Forrest, Steve Pickup, Sam Roberts, Henry Widdicombe, and Jo Williams. Other podcasts from Little Wander include: I Wish I Was An Only Child, and Welcome to Spooktown. Subscribe now on iTunes, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts.
Leila:
Have you ever met anyone who has a conservatory? I don't think I have you know. 


[End of Podcast] 
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