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[Here to Judge Theme Song]
Robin:
Welcome to Here to Judge where we scour the internet to dissect dilemmas and decide who's to blame. Here to Judge today is me, Robin Morgan.


Priya:
 Me, Priya Hall.
Leila:
And me, Leila Navabi.
Priya:
'Am I the asshole for refusing to participate in my boyfriend's family's bizarre orange tradition? My boyfriend and I have been together a while now but I hadn’t met his family until a week ago when they invited us to stay at their house. I was very excited to meet his parents for the first time and they were super sweet when I got there. Both of them are lovely people and we all got along well.' This is ominous already.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
'They gave us free rein to do whatever but the one thing they insisted on was that we join them for their tradition of eating oranges as a family on Saturday mornings.' [Laughs]

Robin:
[Laughs] Oh my God.

Priya:
'They grow their own oranges and have been doing this since my boyfriend was a kid so he was especially thrilled to share the tradition with me as a 'rite of passage'. So the morning came and his mom brought in fresh oranges from the garden. We sat at the table and I was getting ready to peel my orange when I saw my boyfriend's mum bite into her orange like it was an apple!!!' 
Leila:
[Draws breath shocked]

Priya:
Then it's got three exclamation marks which is great. 'With the peel still on!!!' Three exclamation marks again.

Leila:
Oh no.

Priya:
'I was so stunned when I saw my boyfriend and his dad do the same thing with their oranges, as if it were totally normal. I guess they noticed my shock because they asked me why I wasn’t eating. So I started to peel my orange but then his mom told me to stop, that I was eating it wrong and had to bite into it with the skin...' [Laughs]

Robin:
Stop! [Laughs]

Leila:
Oh my God. It's like a prank, this is a prank.

Priya:
[Laughs] It is yeah. 'I had to bite into it with the skin to 'get the full experience'. I politely told her that I like to peel my oranges and I’m sure they taste just as great either way but she kept insisting that I had to bite into my orange for tradition. After saying multiple times that I’d rather peel it and the family (including boyfriend) pushing back, I put the orange back on the table and said 'Though I appreciate the gesture, I personally feel uncomfortable eating oranges that way and I’d rather not participate'. 
Leila:
Oh my God.

Priya:
'Things were tense after that and we left the next day. When we got home, my boyfriend chewed me out for being rude and embarrassing him and his family.'

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Chewed me out [laughs] like she's an orange.

Robin:
Yeah [laughs] I saw the peel in your mouth mate.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
'He said I should’ve just eaten the orange 'the right way' since his parents were gracious to let me stay with them. I can see his point and I apologised for causing any hurt (I really do like his family and think they’re great people) but stand by my decision to opt out of the orange tradition. He feels I could have compromised, and I feel I should be able to eat things how I want. It’s a silly squabble in the grand scheme of things but my boyfriend and I are really at odds about who is in the wrong and would love an outside opinion.'
Robin:
I thought this was going to be like a nice sweet one. You know like occasionally you hear of a family tradition that's like bit whacky.

Leila:
Yeah.

Robin:
But if he's that excited about it and he's excited about bringing her into it, that's very nice. And then it just became about 'Eat the peel'. 

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
Eat it with the peel on it! [laughs]

Priya:
So bizarre [laughs]. Every Saturday morning as well. 

Robin:
I know like how nice is that? Like the adult kids, like they do, they grow it and then they just sort of tuck in to that like bitter, tough peel [laughs] it's horrible. Do you think that the girlfriend should have just eaten the orange?

Priya:
No. No. No! Imagine how unpleasant it would have been? 

Leila:
I would have.

Priya:
Would you?

Robin:
I would have.

Leila:
Yeah I don't believe it's an orange, I believe it's a tangerine, satsuma or clementine, that's my view. This is my biggest gripe in the world.

Priya:
OK.

Leila:
When people say 'orange' to mean clementine, tangerine, satsuma, they are all different things, none of them are an orange, very different. How often do you see someone in a lunchbox get out a full orange and eat that? 

Robin:
Yeah, not really.

Leila:
Because I don't really see that that often. Oranges are for juice. Tangerines, satsumas and clementines are for snacks. Those are my thoughts.

Robin:
Biggest gripe.

Priya:
That's your biggest gripe.

Robin:
Biggest gripe in the world [laughs].

Leila:
Yeah it is. Bigger than racism. Oranges are a different kettle of fish. I don't think I've seen people like have an orange as a recreational snack. 

Priya:
So there is a comment saying 'Some people have been asking what kinds of oranges and whether they're actually oranges. All I can say is, that I was told they were oranges and they looked like typical oranges with thick skin'.

Leila:
Oh nah.

Robin:
I still think I would feel like I've got to it. I would do it out of just feeling like wanting to be accepted. But that's me in a nutshell [laughs].

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Do you know, I  think the moment I know I've become like a confident feminist woman is the moment I put my foot down and say no to that. But I'm not at that point yet. I'm just not at that point yet. And I admire anyone who is. 

Priya:
I genuinely feel like it would be impossible.

Robin:
Would you genuinely say 'no' Pri?

Priya:
I wouldn't, how? How could you? No. Especially if it's been sprung on you as well, you don't even have time to prepare yourself, emotionally, physically.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
I hoped this would be positive and it's not and I think the boyfriend and the family are pieces of shit for foisting this tradition on her.
Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
I don't know if the family are pieces of shit. I think maybe they've just gotten carried away with this tradition. 
Robin:
I stand by what I said.

Priya:
Fair enough. They've been doing it since they were kids which means they gave small children these massive oranges.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
Like it must have taken hours.

Robin:
Does anyone feel like she's the asshole?

Leila:
Parents can be weird sometimes and like cool, but he should have stuck by her. And even if he said to his parents 'Just ignore her' lah-lah-lah.

Robin:
Sure.

Leila:
He should have said to her 'It's fine, it's a fucking mental tradition and I don't expect you to do that'. So I think he's the asshole, I actually think he's the asshole.

Priya:
Yeah. Maybe he doesn't know though.

Leila:
What that it's abnormal? Has no one said that?

Priya:
That it's weird to eat an orange like that.

Robin:
They've been together for a while they said. I've seen my wife eat an orange, surely she's seen him eat an orange before now. Especially if he fucking loves oranges.

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
But are they just like the ones from the garden that he has to eat with the peel on? Or is that all of them? Is that all oranges?

Robin:
Oh there's a comment 'This is the first time I've seen my boyfriend eat an orange, he never ate them with me as he said that nothing compares to his parents oranges.' This guy's a creep!

Leila:
Oh my God.

Priya:
Yeah this guy is a danger to society. 

Robin:
I don't think she's the asshole. I think every single member of this man's extended family is.

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
I think the orange is the asshole.

Leila:
I think anyone who says orange instead of satsuma, clementine or tangerine, when they mean one of those things, is the asshole.


[Here to Judge- Interim Music]

Priya:
Today we've got a guest Reddit- Am I The Asshole? Read by Carl Donnelly. 

Carl:
'Am I the asshole for getting annoyed with my boyfriend for pooping while we're video chatting? I, 27, female, have been dating my boyfriend, 28, male, for only two months. We haven’t even been intimate yet because we can’t see each other due to the pandemic. We are always video chatting since it’s the only way we can see each other physically without breaking social distancing. The problem is that he will call me and I can tell he’s on the toilet, well, because he’s making the pooping grunts and faces. Plus I can see that he’s in the bathroom through the video chat. 
I’ve told him numerous times that I don’t feel like we’re at the point in our relationship yet where I want to watch him pooping. But he just says I’m being dramatic and crazy, because when we live together I’ll obviously be seeing him poop. So the last time he called me and I could tell he was pooping I asked him 'Are you seriously pooping again while we’re on video chat?' And he says 'Yeah so what it’s not like you’re not going to see me shit when we're living together'. And I replied 'Just call me when you're done taking a shit'. And I hung up. 
We’re obviously not in a big fight or anything over this but I just want to hear from people on the outside if I’m being dramatic and crazy, or if I have a right to not want to witness him pooping so early in a relationship. It might sound immature but it just makes me uncomfortable listening and watching him poop when I’ve never even been intimate with him yet. 
I feel like it’s taking the intimacy out of our relationship before it’s even started. I think I may be the asshole because I know it is typically normal for people in a relationship to talk on the phone while pooping. And it’s true once we ever do live together I will be seeing and hearing him poop.' There we go.

Robin:
Lovely Carl Donnelly, lovely Carl Donnelly. 

Leila:
I like when he says 'pooping' like that.

Robin:
He enjoys saying 'pooping, pooping'. Do you guys watch your partners poop?

Priya:
That's like a line in the sand um, for me. I...

Robin:
You do it in the sand?

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
With a litter tray? [Laughs]

Priya:
I will not tolerate ever watching my partner go to the toilet. Doors exist for a reason.

Leila:
Really?

Priya:
Number one or two.

Robin:
Oh number one, interesting OK.

Priya:
No.

Robin:
Number ones I think are different.

Leila:
Oh yeah I'm not going to lie, I think I've peed in front of most people I know in clubs.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
You know when you go to the toilet with all the girls and they all come in.

Priya:
Oh yeah I've peed in front of my friends in clubs.

Leila:
Yeah and I've peed in front of my partner but she is also a girl so we also [laughs] she's part of that congregation of people who will come to the toilet.

Robin:
Yeah it's true, true, true, true.

Priya:
That's fair.

Leila:
But like I wouldn't poo in front of a friend. And I'd never be like 'Oh Katie come and watch me poo' but...

Priya:
[Laughs] I want to have a chat.

Robin:
Yeah exactly, 'Come on let's chat. How are you? No really! How are you?' 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Yeah. And like the idea that he's grunting and like making faces. 

Priya:
Oh!

Leila:
That's like such a choice. 

Priya:
Mm-hmm.

Robin:
Have you ever had to answer a phone call, not video call, but a phone, an audio call whilst on the toilet?
Priya:
So I wouldn't answer. But I've had people ring me while they've been on the loo and when I find out I freak out and hang up, because I'm like that's...

Robin:
Sure

Priya:
...a violation.

Leila:
Yeah me too. I don't want to talk to someone when I'm in that scenario. In fact my first ever job I was on the loo when I got the call to get offered that job. Um? I waited until I was done.
Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
And then I called them back and said 'Sorry I was out on the loo'. 

Priya:
As is appropriate.

Leila:
Yeah.

Robin:
Oh well I'm too, I hate dodging, I'll answer any phone call thinking that it's my big break [laughs].

Leila:
[Laughs hysterically] Aww.

Priya:
Oh right [laughs]

Robin:
Well they'll go to someone else otherwise! Someone who's not pooing.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
Also it's only been two months.

Leila:
Yeah that's strange.

Robin:
Yeah!

Leila:
It sort of feels a bit voyeuristic and like...

Priya:
That's what I was thinking.

Leila:
I want you to watch me poo. 

Robin:
Like a power thing.

Priya:
And repeatedly doing it makes me think he's getting something out of it. 

Leila:
Mm.

Priya:
Maybe like a power thing or.

Leila:
Yeah I think so.

Priya:
Yeah.

Robin:
I don't think he respects this person in any way. But the idea that like, oh we're going to live together in this beautiful shitty house.
Leila:
Hi I'm doing a big old poo and I thought of you.

Robin:
In this shit's paradise [laughs].

Priya:
Like look, we're always going to shit together in future, we may as well start now. No.

Leila:
Yeah that's really odd.

Robin:
Yeah this guy doesn't sound like a nice piece of work. She seems like she needs to have more confidence in herself. 

Priya:
The bit at the end where she's like 'I know it's typically normal for people in a relationship to talk on the phone while pooping'. Who told you that babe? Are you OK?

Leila:
Yeah it's not really. That's what he said to her isn't it?

Robin:
Yeah.

Priya:
You've been swindled by a pooper. 

Leila:
What was the bit at the bottom of this one? Because there's an update. 'I appreciate all of the replies and most of all the advice. I have decided not to pursue this relationship any further...'

Robin:
Yes!

Leila:
...'due to the help of opening my eyes to the manipulative characteristics he has way beyond just the blatant disregard of my feelings and boundaries but also the gaslighting and co-dependency issues'. Co-depoodency issues.

Robin: 
Very strong. 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
'That he has displayed' Thank you! 'in other situations. Thank you again to everyone who took the time out of their day to give me some very meaningful advice'. 
Priya:
Oh my God Reddit helped. 

Leila:
Aww.

Robin:
I feel like we should cancel the podcast now. 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Robin:
We've come to a natural conclusion...

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
...where something good has happened. 

Priya:
Finally one person has had some good from one of these. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
God.

Robin:
And she had to watch some piece of shit, shit himself constantly for over two months [laughs]. 

Priya:
[Laughs]


[Here to Judge- Interim Music]

Priya:
Mumsnet this one. 'Neighbour and goat, am I being unreasonable?' Is the title.

Robin:
Good.

Leila:
Neighbour and goat, am I being unreasonable?

Priya:
The next sentence is 'Help please! Am I being unreasonable?????' with five question marks. 'We have neighbours who are perfectly fine normally. They moved here before Covid, so early 2020. I met them a few times then, all seemed fine. They were nice to my husband.' They are trying to say 'invited us for coffee' but have said 'incited us for coffee' as though they're inciting a riot.
Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
'They invited us for coffee but we haven't been because of Covid. About six months ago they appeared to purchase a goat. At least we assumed they did as it suddenly appeared in their garden. After' I think they're trying to say 'short while' but they've said 'shot while' 'they obviously got another as there were two. They seemed to be kept in the back garden, no pen or anything, they just roam the garden. This hasn't been a big problem until now. We are being woken up often before 7am by the noise these animals make' but they've written 'noose these animals make'.

Robin:
Are we sure they're not actually giving like a hidden message? 

Leila:
Yeah I know [laughs].

Priya:
It's all like quite concerning like 'inciting, shot and noose'. 

Leila:
We're going to read it backwards and it's going to be like 'He's in the cupboard'. 

Robin:
Yeah exactly this is what I think [laughs].

Priya:
[Laughs] 'We are being woken up before 7am by the noise these animals make. Additionally the neighbour's garden is becoming a mess. We are potentially thinking about the possibility of moving and we do not want there to be any issues. I think this would put off prospective buyers'. That would be 'prospective buyers' but they've written 'perspective buyers'. 'We haven't approached the neighbours yet because we haven't seen them for a while and they refuse to join the street WhatsApp. I want them to get rid of these goats but I'm really not sure what to do. Am I being unreasonable?' I like that all of the spelling mistakes were actually correctly spelled words, just used entirely wrong. I really like that about this person. 

Robin:
Yeah. I do love that.

Priya:
Absolute madness.

Leila:
I'm on the side of anyone who refuses to join a street WhatsApp.

Priya:
Yeah. Also, they've got goats, incredible. 

Leila:
Yeah exactly, they sound like great fun. They've got no fun to be on a WhatsApp, they've got goats.

Priya:
[Laughs]

Robin:
OK, I have a theory. 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
Go on.

Robin:
They haven't been seen in a while, they're not joining a WhatsApp, the goat has killed them.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
The goat has killed them both.

Priya:
They've been cursed and turned into goats. 

Robin:
Correct! Absolutely.

Leila:
I love the idea that the goat is sat there like...

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
...just wreaking havoc.

Priya:
Desperately trying to join a WhatsApp group with his hooves.

Leila:
Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Robin:
And you know what? The OP is also a goat because goats can't spell. Famously goats can't spell very well.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Robin:
We should put in the letters that they've missed out for certain words and see what it spells. If it spells 'I am goat'.

Priya:
[Laughs] So the incorrect words are: incited, shot, noose and perspective. What do we think guys? 

Leila:
I feel like I'm going to go deranged just by like hearing those words. Like you know when you see Bloody Mary three times in the mirror, I feel like you saying those words, one after another like that...

Robin:
Sure.

Leila:
...it's going to make me like turn into a goat. 

Priya:
It's actually a spell and it turns people into goats. 

Robin:
Yeah [laughs]

Priya:
I do think they're being unreasonable because they're trying to sell their house and they don't think anyone will want to buy it if there's goats next door. That would be a selling point for me. 

Robin:
Well they're only trying to sell it now there are goats next door. 

Priya:
Oh wait, they're trying to sell it to get away from the goats? Because that is unreasonable. 
Leila:
Yeah that is.

Robin:
I think it was like, we might sell up because there's goats next door now. 

Priya:
[Laughs] In the middle of a pandemic. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Priya:
Selling your house to get away from two goats.

Robin:
Yeah surely you want a bit of countryside and a bit of chat. But as we've said, the goats have killed the owners.

Leila:
We've all had thoughts about getting a goat in this pandemic.

Priya:
Oh yeah.

Robin:
Yeah it was very Lockdown 2 behaviour. Lockdown 1 was banana bread. Lockdown 2 was goats. 

Priya:
Lockdown 3 is depression.

Robin:
Oh yeah, yeah, yeah. Because of a lack of goats. 

Priya:
Yeah [laughs]

Leila:
Yeah exactly. Exactly.

Robin:
I don't think, I mean it's quite a low stakes one isn't it? Like are they assholes for judging? Because they're not asking them to get rid of it are they? 

Priya:
No, they're just asking if they're being unreasonable for not wanting there to be goats next door. 

Robin:
No I don't think they are. I think you don't want to live next door to goats. You haven't decided to live on a farm. But equally what if these people have been turned into goats? And that's an edit that is not on the Mumsnet thread and one I'd need to see before making a decision [laughs].

Priya:
[Laughs] 

Leila:
Have you had a terrible pet ever? I had a lizard. 
Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
Amazing, very on brand.

Robin:
Yeah it is, isn't it? I was like, yeah, yeah.

Leila:
It is, I really hated, I fucking hated the whole thing, I wanted it to die the whole time.

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
So this is the story. This podcast is making me realise I'm quite a flawed individual and like I might be psychotic but never mind. 

Robin:
Are you the asshole? You wanted  him dead.

Leila:
I am! Oh my God that...

Robin:
The big boss asshole [laughs].

Leila:
Absolutely. So I, when I was a child, very badly wanted a pet. And my parents would not let me have a pet because they did not like fur around the house or anything like that. And I said 'OK well' and I nagged and I nagged and I nagged. All I wanted is like dog or I wanted a cat, 'No, no, no' and I said 'Fine, I'll shut up about this but when I'm nine you have to let me have a lizard'. And at this point I was maybe four and my mum went 'Yeah OK'. And I remember every year I wanted a lizard, I was going to have a lizard, I was going to have a lizard, that was fine. Got to when I was nine, it was like, 'It's my ninth birthday, it's time for the lizard'. 

Robin:
Oh it's lizard time [laughs].
Leila:
And she was like 'Oh shit' yeah.

Priya:
Can you imagine how sinister that is, a nine-year-old, 'It's time for a lizard mum'. 

Leila:
It's time for a lizard [laughs].

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
I'd waited however many years for this. Anyway I went to Pets at Home and chose one out and the Pets at Home person was like 'Yeah holding it's that's fine but like if you hold its tail it falls off. So just don't touch his tail'. And I was like, that turned my stomach a bit, I didn't like the thought of that. Anyway so I took it home and I was like OK well his tail didn't fall off. So anyway it was like...
Robin:
Is that like a genetic thing? Or is that like they sold you a faulty?

Leila:
No, no, no [laughs]. This parrot is dead. No, no it wasn't. 

Priya:
This is his third tail.

Robin:
It's fucking Velcro.

Leila:
[Laughs] It was just made out of fleece. 

Priya:
Like Eeyore in Winnie the Pooh, just like nailed on. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Leila:
No it's like a survival thing I think, anyway whatever.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Leila:
Because it shouldn't be in fucking cage being handled by a nine-year-old but there we go. Anyway, so I never wanted to touch it, like I literally hated it. I just like saw it in its cage and you had to feed it mealworms or crickets so that was the choice. And I went for mealworms because the crickets had to be alive. They all had to be alive but I chose mealworms because they were better to deal with. Anyway, I saw one day that it wasn't moving and what had happened is, one of its mealworms had eaten it from the inside out, and it died.
Priya:
Oh my God!

Leila:
So uh that's my pet story. I bet you're glad you asked now [laughs].

Priya:
That's harrowing.

Robin:
Oh my God. How old were you when it died? 

Leila:
[Laughs] I was still nine. Fun fact, I had a friend in school who had a gecko from Pets at Home as well and the same thing happened. So either their mealworms are lethal or their lizards are shit.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
My friend had a gecko. 

Robin:
Sorry I can't get over the review for Pets at Home, either your mealworms are lethal or your lizards are shit [laughs].

Leila:
[Laughs] Yeah well that's exactly what this is, yeah. Uh it was yeah.

Priya:
It was a real Sophie's Choice. 

Leila:
[Laughs] It was a really eye opening time. Those mealworms were fucking horrible, I've never, I hated it. And I honestly think it's damaged me. But sometimes the things you want aren't good for you. [Laughs]. I hated it, I hated it so badly, I hated it.

Priya:
Is that the message of this podcast? [laughs] Sometimes the things you want aren't good for you.

Robin:
That's the message of Pets at Home.

Leila:
Yeah it is. 

Priya:
Maybe the lizards are shit. 

Leila:
Yeah the lizards are shit, you heard it here first. Don't get one, let them just live their live in like, I don't know why I did that to myself. 

Robin:
Away from their natural predator...the mealworm. 

Leila:
[Laughs]


[Here to Judge Theme Song]
Melanie:
This has been a Little Wander production. Music from Rhodri Viney. Local artwork from Sam Roberts. Voice from Melanie Walters. With special thanks to Beth Forrest, Steve Pickup, Sam Roberts, Henry Widdicombe, and Jo Williams. Other podcasts from Little Wander include: I Wish I Was An Only Child, and Welcome to Spooktown. Subscribe now on iTunes, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts.

[End of Podcast] 
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