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[Here to Judge Theme Song]

Welcome to Here to Judge where we scour the internet
to dissect dilemmas and decide who's to blame. Here to
Judge today is me, Priya Hall.

Me, Robin Morgan.
And me, Leila Navabi.

'Am | the asshole for wanting my phone during a family
trip that's been declared phone free. My wife and her
parents have planned a trip for two days. We'll be going
somewhere where there's lots and lots of fossils and
museums and things to do, essentially take pictures of in
my opinion.' That's depressing isn't it? [laughs].

Yeah.

'They joked about making it like a trip from her childhood
days before Smartphones were a thing. Then they got
serious. They have decided that there will be no phones,
no clocks, no technology of any kind.' [Laughs] No clocks.

No sundials. Nothing.
When was their childhood?
Yeah exactly.

[Laughs]

'I decided that | won't follow that for a multitude of
reasons. Namely that | want to have pictures of this place
I've never been to before. Second major reason is that
I'm an anxious person and at night | sleep with my
headphones in with background noise playing to keep
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myself from over thinking and getting anxious over
nothing, I've done this for years.' [Laughs] | laugh but this
is also my personal situation [laughs].

[Laughs]

'After declaring that | won't comply I've been given the
ultimatum, | give up my phone and come or | don't go at
all. They've also decided that if | choose not to go it will
make me an asshole and her boomer parents will think
that I'm horrible and that I'm too reliant on tech. | also
want to clarify that I'm not glued to my phone all the
time. They disagree. Am | the asshole in this situation?
What do | do?’

| do think it's a bit of an asshole thing to say we're going
to see all of these things to go and essentially take photos
of them. That's not the reason you do things is it?

That's so, again...
That's bleak.

...Bo Burnham special.
Yeah.

That one where he says 'The real world only exists for us
to collect like items to put on our real online world'.

Yeah, yeah, yeah. [Chuckles]
[Chuckles]

Which | suppose feels increasingly true when we spend
all the time inside.

Yeah. That being said | wouldn't go on a trip if someone
explicitly told me | couldn't take my phone. I'd be like, oh
you're going to murder me then OK.

Yeah [laughs]

You're for sure going to murder me [laughs].
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Yeah if they want to give this person an ultimatum that's
fine, but this person should just be like, yeah cool I'm not
coming, have a lovely time.

Yeah.
Yeah.

Bye. Unless they've paid for it in which case they can do
what they like. Do you know what | mean like it's?

How long is the trip?

Two days.

You should be able to go two days without your phone.
Yeah.

| couldn't do it.

Do you think?

The other day | took my kids to play football in the park
for an hour and | left my phone at home and Jane came
back from work and | was like 'l left my phone at home, it
felt really good'. She was like 'lt was an hour'. | was like
'Yeah it felt really good'.

[Laughs]

Did it? Did it feel good though?

Um no | constantly thought whether I'd get calls.
Yeah sure.

Yeah | always feel like that as well. Because suddenly
when you're not on your phone it feels like everything is
happening.

Yeah.

Do you think that's maybe because of our industry
though? Where it's like...
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Yeah maybe.

...you get offers and it's like very quickly you have say.
Yeah.

Yeah totally. I'm like, what if | get asked to be on the
Royal Variety Show? [laughs] | don't know.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
| don't know what gigs exist anymore clearly.

That was what you were expecting to come through
that's fair enough.

Yeah.

| was like maybe someone will ask me to gig in a pub on
like half an hour's notice [laughs].

Or maybe someone will ask you to go and commentate
on football.

For the Queen.

Yeah it's bad isn't it? I'm definitely addicted to my phone,
a billion % addicted.

Mm.

| would get the shakes if | didn't have it for like a week.
Oh for a week yeah.

Do you all have iPhones?

Yeah.

No I've got a Samsung.

Does the Samsung have a screen time function where it
tells you how much you do?
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It does and | used to pay attention to it but since
lockdown number one I've been ignoring it because |
don't need to know that and | don't need to be judged.

Sure.

That's like one thing | miss about having to go into the
office is having time where | can't be on my phone.

Sure.

Because it takes all of the like guilt out of it if you miss
something.

Sure, sure, sure, sure, sure.

But now I'm fully addicted.

| do a lot of work on my phone.

Yeah.

I've been known to write on my phone.

It feels like you're prefacing this question I'm about to ask
why | ask how much you're on your phone?

[Laughs]

How much? Is that what you're going to ask?
Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Oh do you want us to check now?

Oh we do that thing. Oh...

Yeah.

No.

You're going to hate this. You're going to hate it, it's going
to be disgusting.

Eww.
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| don't know what the comparison is though. What are
we doing daily average? Is that what we're doing?

| don't even know where to find it now.

Do | need to type in screen time? Yeah here we are. Oh
it's horrible actually. Oh and it tells you, oh my god I'm
going to be sick!

Are we doing it by week?
OK.

Oh my god. Per day, my last week average per day is
disgusting.

| feel quite smug about mine. But I'm very aware that |
was on my laptop and iPad a lot more.

Oh, mine's going to be the worst.

[Laughs] I've spend five hours and 31 minutes on my
phone today. Is that really, really bad? | watch things on
my phone though.

My last week's average is four hours 10 minutes.
OK.

Oh fuck.

What's yours Leila? [Chuckles]

Last week's average for me [laughs] was ten hours 31
minutes [laughs].

Leila! What are you doing on it?
[Claps]

| use it for everything. | write on it. | literally will write
and do my work on it.

Yeah.
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| know that's really bad for my eyes. Look, if this of any
consolation [laughs] weekly my total screen time last
week was 74 hours which is foul. You're all really
concerned for my wellbeing.

| really am.

Wait. What total screen time, 747?
Yeah, last week.

OK.

But that is also broken down into social, entertainment,
productivity, and finance right?

Sure.

And so social, I've got 15 hours in a week, which | don't
think is that bad.

Sure.
Yeah.

Maybe it is | don't know. Right and then productivity and
finance which | don't know what finance means, but
actually | do my books on my phone as well. | do my
accounts like | have an app for that.

You do?

Yeah because guess who's sorting their taxes out now so
they don't have to do it later on? It's me. I'm brilliant. So
productivity and finance, | spent 20 hours last week
doing, which is more than social which is important. And
then | spent 14 hours on entertainment, whatever that
means? I'm assuming that is watching telly.

Yeah.
Or playing Snake, fuck knows?

Sure [laughs].
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That's really bad though, that's really bad.

So my weekly daily average is three hours and 48
minutes.

Oh fuck.
That's so much time Leila [laughs].
Yeah | know, | know.

| can't imagine doing work on my phone. My eyes would
drop out of my head.

| tried to write on my phone earlier because my wife was
using my laptop and | found it horrible. Horrible to write
jokes whilst...

Yeah.

...breaking my thumbs.

My stumpy thumbs can't do that.

| have like a massive aversion to my laptop.
[Laughs] | don't know what was funny.

Is it because you do work on your laptop so your brain is
like I'll procrastinate...

Yeah but | don't do work on my laptop, like | always
choose to work on my phone if | can, | probably need to
have a digital detox.

So would you go on this two day detox do you think you
could do it?

[Sighs] | think | could, it depends who it was with.
It's a lot. | don't think | could.

I'm not sure | could rid of all tech. Because two days with
no tech.
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And fucking clocks!

Yeah that's absolute madness how are you going to get
anything done?

Yeah clocks are stupid.
It's madness.

That's stupid, that would give me stress. Do you know
what if | was with a really good group of pals | think |
could do it. But like if | was just with all due respect to my
family, | think I'd be like, I'm bored of your company. Do
you know?

Yeah.

If you have like a group of friends you haven't caught up
with in ages.

Yeah.

This is what I'd love to do. | haven't seen so many of my
friends, like everyone, in like a year now. So if | could just
have like you know if it was two days in like an Airbnb
with people | haven't seen in ages, definitely, easy. |
really think | could do that then.

Yeah.

Uh but otherwise it's like no, like what do you do?
Yeah.

Yeah.

Really?

Unless you then had to buy things like alarms. But no you
can't use clocks, like how do you fucking cook? | don't
know how long the food has been in there for, it's burnt,
it's burnt therefore...
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Are you even allowed to use an oven, does that count as
tech?

Yeah that's a very good point.
Yeah and that's stupid.

| think there's a really petty part of me that maybe would
like to go on a detox on tech. But if someone told me |
had to I'd be like go fuck yourself [laughs].

Yeah, yeah it would have to be choice.
Sure, sure, sure, sure.
I'm going to stay home and detox.

| would | think only do it if | was on something like
Channel 4's The Island.

Yeah on the beach [laughs].

Yeah only if | was getting paid. But I'd also quite like to do
one of those adventure shows.

Yeah. Oh I'd do it to get paid, you know of course you
would.

Yeah [laughs].

Do you remember those shows it's like, we send a
modern family to live back in...

Yeah.
| wouldn't do one of those but | do like Desert Island.

What about, we send modern three podcasters back
time.

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

And they have to just not be on their phones. You two
would be fine.
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So what do we think? Do we think detox man? | don't
think he's the asshole.

No.

| don't think they're an asshole. | cannot say they're an
asshole because hello, | have a deeply unhealthy
relationship with my phone.

Sure.
| do sleep with just sounds on in my ears.

Sure. | just think this family, they, and | say this often,
they lost me at clocks.

Yeah.

That was the point that | thought OK...
| just love clocks!

Yeah.

Time isn't, yeah famously he's a big clock guy, he's a big
clock guy.

[Laughs]

You're one of the only people | know who has a clock up
in their house.

I've got many clocks.
Do you have clocks up in your house Priya?
Mm? No.

Yeah, no me neither, I've thought about it, every time |
see a nice clock in a TK Maxx for example...

Mm-hmm.
...I'm like maybe | should get a clock. And then | don't.
| have at least three clocks in my house.

11
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| find them hard to manage. Their batteries run out and
then all of the sudden you've got a broken clock that
you're never going to fix.

Yeah and then instantly you're like, well it says it's seven
past four, that means if | minus 42 minutes then maybe
it's right.

[Laughs] Exactly.

The only issue is daylight savings time where you have to
run around because everything automatically changes
whereas clocks don't because they're not technology
which is why this family should allow fucking clocks.

[Laughs]
[Here to Judge- Interim Music]

So we are off to Mumsnet. 'Am | being unreasonable to
not wee in the hotel kettle?' This is by Great Aunt Fanny.

Ohhh [laughs].

And they have posted a summary of events. So they're in
a hotel room with a newish partner. They go to make a
cup of tea and they ask if the partner wants one. His eyes
widen and he yelps 'No! Don't do that, people wee in
them'.

What?

'l have never heard this and say something along the lines
of 'What? Why would anyone wee in the kettle there's an
en suite?' He says 'Everyone knows you should never use
the kettle in your hotel room because people wee in
them and worse'. OP tells him 'I'm going to take my
chances and make a cup of tea although | boil it once out
first to be on the safe side. He looks repulsed and says 'l
can't believe you're doing that, that's disgusting, | didn't
think you were like that' (Basically how | would expect
him to react if | actually did a wee or worse in the hotel

12
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kettle myself). They go out later for an after dinner walk
and he points at a dog poo and says 'Look, there's your
dessert.' They're getting ready for bed and he picks up
the kettle and asks if | want a cup of wee to take to bed'.

He's horrible!
He's so fucking, he's such a piece of shit.
Yeah.

'So the question is, is weeing in the hotel kettle a thing?
(In which case am | being unreasonable for making a cup
of tea in what is essentially a toilet?) Or is my partner
being weirdly OTT about this? Girls group chat theories
have so far ranged from he's an extreme germaphobe,
red flag, to he's testing my reaction because he's into poo
and wee related activities, also a red flag, brown flag. To
he wees in hotel kettles himself, also a red flag. The only
non red flag is that he's right and people are weeing into
hotel kettles left, right and centre which would be a
green flag for him'. She just needs to stop talking about
flags.

Yeah.

'But a red flag for the rest of society. I'm not really sure
what the outcome is here, help me out.' He sounds like a
fucking piece of shit.

Right.

Yeah | need him to be a piece of shit and be in the wrong
here because | can't accept the fact that anyone would
piss in a hotel kettle.

No we've already discussed the way we like once we
enter a hotel, especially if it's not paid for by ourselves. |
will have 16 cups of tea if there are 16 teabags that | can
use, do you know what | mean?

Yeah.

13
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So there's plenty of pee for the kettle, sure.
Oh but I don't want that.
[Laughs]

| don't want this to be true. But now part of me is
worrying.

No it can't be.
Why would you pee in a kettle in a hotel?

So this isn't the first time I've heard of this and the only
other time I've heard of something like this is in Gary
Delaney's joke which is 'You know what really boils my
piss? Hotel room kettles'. Which is a very good joke but
until then | heard that and went 'Oh do people do that?"
And it stayed with me every single time that | go into a
hotel since that as | suppose this story will for you guys.

Oh no.
Noooo.

This has genuinely ruined hotel cups of tea for me which
is one of my favourite things.

But you'd imagine that they'd clean the kettle? Especially
in a Covid world as well, you'd imagine they'd have to do
something.

Yeah.

They wouldn't just like leave a kettle uncleaned, would
they? / probably?

If someone pissed in a kettle though, even if it had been
cleaned out, | wouldn't want to use that kettle. People
do, do gross things though. | know of someone who had
to have their whole oven changed because they had a
house party, some guy shat in a cup and put it in the
oven.
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Aww.

They didn't realise and the next time they used their
oven.

Oh no! No, no, no, no, no, no, no.

Yeah.

No, no, no.

So people do, do gross things for no reason.

Yeah. | was at a house party and someone | think put
what did they do? They put something in this dude's
freezer, it was either poo. | don't want to say it was cum
but it might have been cum.

Ohhhh myyyyy god.
Oh no.

But this dude was a piece of shit, like a proper piece of
shit. Sorry a piece of cum, it was a piece of cum, that's
what I'm talking about.

It shouldn't come out in pieces.
Ugh! This is so repugnant.
It's bleak isn't it?

| think this guy, the way he's going 'That's your dessert'
like she's enjoying the idea that there might be piss in the
kettle.

Oh!

That's what's the asshole here is like the idea.
That is the red flag.

Yeah that and the way he's like.

Yeah.
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You know you'd be like if | really thought people were
peeing in kettles which | don't know that | do, | don't
know. | wouldn't not say it.

It would be lovely to know a percentage wouldn't it? |
think it's the minority.

| also agree.
Yeah. | have to believe that it's the minority. | can't...
Yeah, no.

| like literally can't live my life thinking that majority of
people piss in kettles.

No that's very true.
That's the pull out, that's the pull out...

Kettles in hotels are always empty of water and dry which
suggests to me that they do clean them.

| think that this lady is not being unreasonable. | feel like
her partner is an awful piece of shit and if she knows so
much about red flags, she should be seeing a lot of them
in this guy right now.

| absolutely agree. | like to see the best in people. | think
that's the healthiest way to be and so we should just all
blindly believe that no one pees in kettles and we'll all
live happier lives, the end.

If I found out anyone who listens to this podcast has been
pissing in kettles, I'm going to burn this world to the
ground.

[Here to Judge- Interim Music]

'Am | the asshole for refusing to buy more mustard? We
have a cute but small kitchen in our house. The owners
before us wanted open shelving so they tore down all the
upper cabinets and put in a single shelf that goes along
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the wall. It looks ok but there isn’t a lot of storage. | do a
lot of cooking and baking, and I’'m really good at it. | do all
the cooking in our house including making homemade
breakfasts and desserts. My husband loves it, he says he
married me for my crepes and my berry baked oatmeal.
He will grill occasionally when it’s warm out maybe once
every couple of weeks. | also do all the meal planning and
grocery shopping. We got Buffalo wings the other day
and my son freaked out because they were too spicy. My
husband grabbed some ranch dressing for him from the
fridge and noticed it was expired. The next time | got
groceries he told me to buy more ranch dressing. | said
'No obviously we’re not using it a lot because it expired
before we could finish it'. He says we need it for the next
time we get wings. We get wings maybe once every few
years.

| said 'Why not just get ranch dressing from the
restaurant?' He said 'We get new milk when it expires,
why not ranch dressing?' | said 'If we replaced every food
item we used, we’d basically be a grocery store.' This
weekend it happened again when | tossed expired
mustard, a completely unopened, unused container of
mustard. He’s mad | won’t buy more mustard. He says |
replace Nutella when | use all that up but won’t replace
mustard. | go through a jar of Nutella every couple
weeks, that stuff is amazing. | know it’s such a little thing
but I just don’t have space to store all this stuff, | pay for
100% of the groceries for us and our two kids, and | don’t
like wasting food. He says I’'m being petty. Am | the
asshole?’

No but they've got a bad relationship.

Yeah break up! Why is that always like what we have to
say?

Yeah. Why is she paying for all of their food?

17
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Yeah why does she pay for all of the food? Why does she
make all of the food? Like he grills every now and then
but also it feels like she could meet him a little bit of the
way of going, does it matter if like you've got like a
couple of extra condiments knocking around in the back
somewhere?

Yeah.

Like it feels like, oh I'm charge of the cooking therefore |
make all the decisions. But equally she shouldn't be
fucking paying for everything and cooking all of the thing.

Yeah. Like why can't he just buy it himself and keep it in
the kitchen? Is that allowed? It should be.

Yeah.
Yeah also one shelf across the entire kitchen sounds mad.
Such a weird design for a kitchen.

Yeah what the fuck is going on? Yeah | don't, maybe
[sighs].

At what level? At like waist height?

But | imagine it like sort of bookshelves. You know just
like going around kind of like where you'd reach up.

But just with one shelf?
Yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah one long shelf all around.
Bizarre.

| do just feel like drawers are your friend, do you know
what | mean?

Yeah.

Like use them to your advantage.
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This feels like a very American, very Midwest | do all the
cooking, he grills when it's sunny which is every week, it's
like oh god.

Yeah.

You Texan prick.

[Laughs]

Ranch dressing is such a strange concept.
Yes it is.

I'm not sure if I've ever had it.

| feel like | have.

You will have had it.

It tastes like cold.

I'll tell you what it is, it's like you know the Domino's dip
that you get?

Yeah.
It's like a mayo-y like garlic-y thing.

Oh vyeah, is it like the Pizza Express salad sauce type
thing?

Yeah, yeah.
Yes, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

Sure. Because I've never had Salad Cream. I've never had
it.

It's gross.
| don't think | ever will.

| absolutely have had Salad Cream but that is a product of
my grandmother who has salad cream, 'Leila do you want
salad cream on your Findus? On your Findus pancake?’
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[Laughs]

And like the first cold meal of the year when it's sunny
and they give you like cold meat and cold potatoes, you
get salad cream with that.

Sure.

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Sure, sure, sure.

The bleakest meal of them all.

Yeah [laughs] welcome to summer Priya.

Do you want a full plate of radishes? That's what was on
offer.

[Laughs]
No.
Love a radish mate, love a radish. Love a radish.

Not when you're like five. A radish is pure pain when
you're five.

My son enjoys radishes but he is going to kill us all.
Your son is so fancy.

He's so fancy. He's out in his smoking jacket.

He likes olives right?

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

[Laughs]

He's there rolling a spliff, it's great.

In his smoking jacket [laughs] yes please.
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Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Priya:

Robin:

That is so good. Imagine? | was really disappointed by
radishes when | was little because they're pink and so
you would think that they're like.

They look delicious don't they? And their texture.
Imagine if they were sweet? Because imagine that
crunch? | guess they're like little disappointing apples
aren't they?

Yeah.
| think they should taste like watermelon.

Yes! Surely somebody has done like a sort of a GM thing.
You know you can get square watermelons and stuff and
how they can sort of manufacture that. Maybe this is
where we go with the podcast direction wise. Merch.

[Laughs]

[Laughs] We genetically engineer radishes that taste like
watermelon.

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
As merch sure.

Yeah, yeah for the live shows. We'll throw them out, you
know.

Two incredibly perishable foods.

Yeah, yeah, yeah for sure. But you know we'll do one live
show and then we'll have in the intervals, get them or
we'll throw them at you in the second half.

[Laughs]

Like we'll have gone off by the second half so we do not
want that.

Oh yeah they'll be awful and also if we don't then we'll
throw butt rags at you. So...it's up to you! It's up to you. |
don't think she's the asshole.
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Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Priya:

Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

No.

Well | think she is a little bit, he's more so. But | just don't
think that they're meant to be together.

No.
They're both shit.

It's that very sort of het relationship where it's like do you
hate each other? It's like 'Oh her indoors' and it's like 'Oh
he does this' and they sort of shag on Valentine's Day and
he gets a blowjob on his birthday, it's that kind of shit
relationship, you know?

When you shag on Valentine's Day.

Yeah it's like the only thing keeping them together is their
incredibly rigid roles that they've decided to play.

Yeah exactly.

And hers is control of our one shelf.

Yeah and he's got an apron that says 'Grill Master' on it.
[Laughs] Yeah.

Bleak.

Yeah that's the situation for sure. It's just a bit bleak
innit?

Yeah.

Yeah a little bit.

| think it's the one shelf thing.
Yeah that is.

That's the saddest thing about the entire thing. Like who
would be like, the people who had this place didn't like
shelves, didn't like cupboards.
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Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

Priya:

Leila:

Priya:

Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

Leila:

Priya:

Robin:

Priya:

Robin:

Leila:

Robin:

And now they've just stuck with it.
Yeah. Yeah exactly.

That's the thing about renting isn't it? Maybe it's rented,
are they renting?

Oh are they renting it?
Oh maybe.

| mean | just assumed they were renting because | just
assume that everyone is renting.

Wait they might say.

| just think check under the floorboards because these
people...

'The owners before us'.

Yeah they bought it, fuckin'...
Oh my god.

...rip that shit out mate.

Just change it then!

I'm not a DIY person but | would, if my kitchen just had
one long shelf, | would rip that off and | would know how
to put cabinets up.

Yeah you would wouldn't you? You just would.

I'd burn the place to the ground and walk away.
[Laughs] You mean grill it?

Because you're getting that energy out of the home.
You'd grill the place to the ground [laughs].

Do you know what | mean? Yeah.

Should we just do one for the edit?
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Leila:
Robin:
Priya:
Leila:
Priya:

Robin:

Melanie:

Yes let's say it after three. Ass...
Assholes.

Assholessssss.

...holesssss.

Including the child.

And especially the grill master.
[Here to Judge Theme Song]

This has been a Little Wander production. Music from
Rhodri Viney. Local artwork from Sam Roberts. Voice
from Melanie Walters. With special thanks to Beth
Forrest, Steve Pickup, Sam Roberts, Henry Widdicombe,
and Jo Williams. Other podcasts from Little Wander
include: | Wish | Was An Only Child, and Welcome to
Spooktown. Subscribe now on iTunes, Spotify or
wherever you get your podcasts.

[End of Podcast]
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