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[Here to Judge Theme Song]
Leila:
Welcome to Here to Judge where we scour the internet to dissect dilemmas and decide who's to blame. Here to Judge today is me, Leila Navabi.


Priya:
 Me, Priya Hall.
Robin:
And me, Robin Morgan.
Robin:
'Am I the asshole for demanding my friend to pay to clean my house? Here I am with probably the most disgusting Am I the Asshole I've ever heard of. It’s winter and so we have a humidifier going in the living room. I had a friend over with her 11 year old, he wanted to watch a movie so I put on Disney+ and his mum and I went to talk in the kitchen. We ended up stepping outside so I could show her what my plans were for our garden this spring. She’s really into homesteading and had great advice. When we were done, we went back in the house and eventually went back to the living room. It smelled really weird in there and I have a very sensitive nose. It kind of smelled like pee so I wondered if my cats peed in there but they were all in hiding because we had people over. It really bothered me and I kept investigating before I realised the blue water holder of the humidifier was green, I pulled it out and it smelled like pee. I was talking out loud while doing all of this and her son was basically like 'Yeah I peed in that. I think it’s just really cool how it makes my pee just disappear!' To which I immediately wanted to vomit and burn my entire house down. I was stunned and so disgusted and the mum was like shocked. She excused herself and her kid and left. It turns out he has a humidifier in his room to help with his chapped lips/dry nose and he’s being doing that in his room for months. I threw my humidifier away and realised I never wanted to go into my living room again because there is pee mist all over the room. The mum asked if there was anything she could do to make it up to me and offered to buy me a new humidifier but I said I’m fine with just never owning another humidifier, but I would really appreciate if she would split with me or pay the cost to have my living room professionally cleaned. I want the carpet, sofa, curtains steam cleaned, the walls cleaned, and every nook and cranny cleaned. The idea of even walking into my living room makes my skin crawl. She said that was too much and she could just buy me a new humidifier. She didn’t plan on doing any cleaning to her son's room. She kind of sees it as a nonissue. I’m so disgusted but I feel like she should at least split the cost of the professional cleaning. She’s refusing to and calling me the asshole for trying to take advantage of the situation to get my living room cleaned. We’re kind of in a standoff and I’m wondering if I’m being an asshole? Is this really too much to ask?'
Priya:
Oh my god. 

Leila:
Oh. My. God.

Priya:
Imagine walking into your living room and there just being a haze of piss that you've got to walk through? 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
Oh, I bet you could taste it [hurling noise].

Leila:
No. Oh no. No. No. No. This is actually repugnant. 

Priya:
11 is too old to be pissing into a humidifier.

Robin:
What's the correct age to stop? 

Priya:
[Laughs] Ten and a half I think is the limit.

Leila:
Can they make anything disappear, humidifiers? 

Priya:
[Laughs] Not like a human body no. 

Leila:
Well like disappear into thin air, I'm going to put myself into a dehumidifier and everyone is going to be like 'What's that smell?' And you'll be like 'It's Leila, she's just in a mist'. 

Robin:
It's a mist of Leila. 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
I'll say it right now, I don't think a humidifier does make piss disappear, I think it simply turns it into mist that you then inhale. No. No. 

Robin:
Yeah.

Priya:
That living room needs to be burnt to the ground. And oh my god she's not cleaning the kids bedroom, he's got a pissy sheen on all of his belongings surely.

Robin:
Pissy sheen. Is he Mr Sheen?

Leila:
He's going to get ill.

Robin:
Piss is really clean!

Priya:
Isn't it sterile?

Leila:
Well it feels like if Gwyneth Paltrow did this people would start doing it. If she was like 'This is really good for the amino acids in my body, it rids the toxins and then it puts it through my body and [sings] Imagine there's no heaven. I feel like at that point you'd be like, yes I will mistify my piss. 
Priya:
I'll say right now if Gwyneth Paltrow did that my response would not be yes I will mistify my piss. That would not be my response. 

Leila:
That's not what your vagina egg says.

Priya:
My vagina egg?

Leila:
Your Gwyneth Paltrow vagina egg. 

Priya:
That's what the sponsorship is, is one Gwyneth Paltrow vagina egg that all three of us have been sponsored. 

Leila:
I love it. I love a humidifier. I love a humidifier and I also love a, what's it called? Cleans the air. Purifier. 

Priya:
Oh an air purifier.

Leila:
Do you know how many air purifiers I own? Four. Do you know how many flats I have right now? None. 

Priya:
[Laughs]

Leila:
I have four air purifiers in my childhood bedroom right now and I feel like the vibe is very much I'm trying to like cleanse the air.

Priya:
Purify the memories.

Leila:
Yeah of like my childhood, yeah [laughs]. 

Robin:
Cleanse your soul.

Leila:
Yes [laughs]

Robin:
Is this therapy? Is this therapy?

Leila:
Well if had to put anything in a humidifier that wasn't water what would you put? 

Priya:
When I was in school we had like the common room and a boy put cocoa powder in a fan and it made the whole place smell like hot chocolate. So I would put hot chocolate in a humidifier.

Robin:
That's good.

Leila:
That's clever. That's really clever.

Priya:
Yeah it smelt really good.

Leila:
Oh well done.

Priya:
Smelt really good.

Leila:
Maybe we should do that.

Priya:
I mean I won't. 

Robin:
I think I'd want to see what a fizzy drink did.

Priya:
Oh.

Robin:
But I think I'd be a bit worried about staining stuff so maybe a diet lemonade?

Leila:
Right and then how do we feel about asking for the person to clean the whole house? 

Robin:
I think offering to sort of split the cost is really nice. This could easily have been like you're paying for the entire cost of this. It's not just like someone having an accident on your carpet, like someone pissing on the carpet like a little kid. But the fact that it's in the walls. It's like a horror movie of piss.

Priya:
I feel like we've glossed over the fact that he's been doing this for months in his own room, so his walls are real pissy. Like sweaty with piss I would say.
Leila:
Ugh. 

Robin:
And do you think his mum knows?

Priya:
Yeah well they know now because this kid is like 'Oh yeah I've been doing it for ages'. I absolutely think it's OK to ask your friend to pay for this. 11 years old is, she is like responsible for that child and 11 years old is too old to be pissing in a humidifier and she needs to have a long hard look at whether or not she wants to keep this child. 

Leila:
Standing up for kids. You're like Edwina Currie of 2022. 

Priya:
I don't know how that is [laughs].


[Here to Judge Interim Music]

Leila:
'Am I the asshole for giving MIL's husband a juice box?' What's MIL? 

Priya:
Mother-in-law.

Leila:
Mother-in-law. 'We are currently visiting my husband's mum who  who we haven't seen in five years. We decided to do a small trip so she could meet the kids and we could all catch up and because we felt slightly bad for not going to her wedding. Mother-in-law did warn us ahead of time that her husband, who we've never met, has a very hard time with kids, so don't take it personally if he needs to remove himself. Well he doesn't so much remove himself as sulk and compete with the kids. He seems to have a very hard time with sharing MIL's attention, mother-in-law. When the kids interact with her, he has to rub his head all over her, cling to her, keep putting his mouth on her, etc. Mother-in-law seems to feel bad for him and will rub his head like he is a dog. She took some time off from work to visit us. He has been complaining that he misses her and he's lonely (they work together). Mother-in-law apologized to him and rubbed his stupid head again. The kids were being a little loud the other day and I was trying to get them under control. He was sitting there sulking and mother-in-law asked why he seems so sad and he said he was lonely. So she had to go and cuddle him and kept being like aww it's alright. I find this really childish and off-putting. Today I was handing out juice boxes to my kids. He was whining to mother-in-law and I think he thought we couldn't hear him, but he was whining about being snowed in with the kids and how he hates having to wear pants. Mother-in-law was just petting his head because I think she legit thinks he is a dog. I went over and handed him a juice box. He looked at me confused and I said 'Well the adults were having coffee, so I thought the kids might want some juice'. The room was really silent and it was uncomfortable. He asked mother-in-law if he had her blessing to go and dump the juice out in my luggage. She tried to diffuse but later told my husband that I'm rude. Am I the asshole for giving him the juice box?' 
Robin:
Wow. How old do you think this dude is?

Priya:
50s. 

Leila:
Do you? Yeah maybe. I think giving someone a juice box is a lovely gesture. 

Priya:
I think it's petty but funny, 

Leila:
I like a juice box.

Priya:
Yeah delicious, delicious snack. 

Robin:
Mm, it is petty, I think it's completely deserved. The fact that he just sort of rubs her...

Leila:
When he's putting his mouth on her I'm imagining like he's just opening his mouth and just putting it on her. 

Priya:
Like a literal baby before they know how to kiss? You know and they just open...

Leila:
Before they know how to kiss [laughs].

Robin:
Before they get really good at kissing.

Leila:
[Laughs]

Priya:
No that's not what I meant. 

Leila:
What a weird way to phrase it.

Priya:
You know when babies want to give kisses but they don't understand how to do a kiss so they just open their mouths and just spit all over you. 

Leila:
No.

Robin:
Like a fish. Like an old man. 

Leila:
I love a juice box.

Priya:
Sure.

Leila:
So I think it's the comment that's the problem. 

Priya:
Yeah.

Leila:
Giving someone a juice box is quite a nice hearty gesture. 

Priya:
Do you know what really weirded me out? Was that his response was to ask his wife if he has permission to go and pour the juice box out in OP's, what is going on between those two? I think things are weird when they don't have visitors as the vibe I get.

Robin:
Well the fact he doesn't want to put pants on. The co-dependency is mad but I reckon there's weird sub/dom stuff going on as well.

Leila:
Do you reckon? I don't know.

Priya:
I find it so weird when adults get jealous of kids. 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
Like you can have a bank account, you don't need to be jealous of a child. 

Robin:
It's such a red flag when jealousy of anybody's attention.

Leila:
Oh I hate that.

Robin:
Is that that's threatening to you, you know?

Priya:
Creepy.

Leila:
Yeah that is creepy. I'm trying to think of specific examples of stuff like that but you see loads of it don't you? 

Priya:
You get sometimes woman saying after they have kids 'Oh my husband got a bit jealous that he didn't have all of my attention when we had the newborn' and  you're like he should have been changing more nappies and he wouldn't have time to think about that. 
Leila:
Yeah.

Robin:
What his newborn?

Leila:
Yeah his newborn child. Oh I don't get that.

Robin:
I've heard that a lot as well, because I say it [laughs]. 

Leila:
Have you ever felt jealousy like that Robin? 

Robin:
No because I've always got attention because I'm a big show-off. 

Leila:
Yeah that's fair. Are you saying that he should become a stand-up comedian, is that the solution here? 

Robin:
I think this clearly damaged man should become a road comic yeah that's what I'm suggesting he should be, that sounds healthy. 

Priya:
For sure.

Leila:
Oh yeah a heckler who wants to.

Robin:
You know those people who think they're the funny person and needs all the attention on them, it's usually alpha men who just sort of sit there hating the fact that someone else, you know that their partner is laughing at someone else.

Leila:
Yes!

Priya:
Yes! Yes that's the vibe completely.

Leila:
Yeah big time that. I think that's something male comics probably get more than we do.

Priya:
Yeah probably.

Leila:
Because it's like the man on stage where it's like. I mean we have our own fucking problems to be dealing with.

Priya:
Yeah.

Leila:
But like have you had weird stuff like that? Like husbands being like 'My wife thinks you're wonderful?' 

Robin:
Yeah my first gig back after Maisey was born I had to leave the venue via the side door because someone waited around to try and beat the shit out of me. 

Priya:
Oh my god!

Leila:
What the fuck? Why? 

Robin:
So it was my first gig back and I was really sleep deprived and he shouted out, I think it was like 'Sheep shagger' or some sort of thing, really like 10 seconds into my set. And I just told him to shut the fuck up. And they entire crowd sort of got on their feet. It was quite a weird gig, and they were like 'Brah, brah, brah' and they were properly sort of like it was a roast battle and I think I just did some hack your mum joke which I never do, I've never done before and never done since. And apparently then he was complaining to the manager 'That's not on that is. You shouldn't bring up people's mothers'. And I think it's because his partner was laughing and quite enjoying it. But yeah I get a lot of alphas who I think, I did a lot when I was younger as well and probably less good, women would always enjoy me but alphas and big groups of men wouldn't so much. But now I think I'm probably good enough to charm them. 

Priya:
Win round.

Leila:
Yeah I think you do, I think so. 

Priya:
The mother-in-law is weird as well. Also she's not seen her grandkids in like literally years. 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
And then she's willing to have this dude make it weird.

Robin:
Dog, this man dog.

Priya:
Yes this puppy man. 

Leila:
I don't think this person is an asshole. I think it was like. 

Robin:
Yeah deserved, fine, not an asshole. You know if he was happy with it he would have had a nice juice box out of it. 


[Here to Judge Interim Music]

Priya:
'Am I the asshole? I provided scones for a work function and made some with cream first then jam and others with jam first then cream. Prior to bringing them in I had discussions with several people who forcefully explained the correct way to serve scones. Some said that the only correct way was jam first, then cream. Others argued cream then jam. To keep everyone happy I did two separate plates, both positions were covered. That should prevent any arguments right? Nope. Now all the scone eaters hate me because I'm a fence sitter and not prepared to defend my preferred scone serving method to the death. The atmosphere in the office was chilly after yesterday's argument and it seems to be splitting into factions based on scone preference. We're in Australia, our scones are like little cakes, there's many different recipes but the result is always a ball of dough that's slightly sweet. I use the lemonade recipe'. What the fuck? 'You serve them by cutting them in half and putting both toppings on each side, you don't squish it back together like a sandwich. The workforce is two Brits, about ten Americans and the rest 15 or so Australians. The Brits have emerged as factional leaders'. Classic, classic Brit behaviour if we're being honest. 'I pronounce it scone, rhymes with con. There are varying pronunciations at work but there appears to be no correlation between pronunciation and serving preference, there could be a PhD thesis in this but there shouldn't be. Neither faction is working with the other and everyone is ignoring me. Prior to this our workplace was harmonious. My boss said it was my fault and if I just picked a position this would never have happened. Am I the asshole in this situation?' 
Robin:
No. A 100% no. I hate, is there a Welsh delicacy that has that much sort of like history? 

Priya:
Jam splits people have opinions on.

Robin:
What's a jam split?

Priya:
You when people don't like currants so they get a Welsh cake and they cut it in half and put jam on it.

Leila:
No, no, that's not allowed in my opinion. 

Robin:
I thought you were talking about jam tarts. I just realised that my nan used to make the most amazing jam tarts.
Leila:
Oh my god.

Priya:
Jam tarts are amazing.

Robin:
I haven't had one in fucking years. 

Leila:
I want to talk about jam tarts because I have something to say which is that nans and people's at homemade jam tarts, delicious, wonderful, the best. Packet jam tarts. [Hurling sound].
Priya:
Delicious!

Leila:
Vile.

Priya:
Oh my god delicious. 

Robin:
Do they exist?

Priya:
Yes!

Leila:
Yes. Oh they're horrible.

Priya:
They are so processed. 

Robin:
Where sells a jam tart? 

Priya:
Any supermarket. 

Leila:
The pastry is like soft, it's like oh Mr Kipling do them. 

Robin:
Oh well fuck that yeah. 

Leila:
You know that horrible pastry that Mr Kipling's do that's apple pie?

Priya:
Delicious. 

Robin:
Dusty.

Priya:
Oh so good.

Leila:
They used to give those to us in CAMHS in like when I was sectioned as a child. 

Priya:
OK do you think it might be the association that you're not liking about the jam tart? 

Leila:
No. Because I didn't like.

Priya:
Oh OK.

Leila:
Oh no it just wasn't a good thing.

Priya:
I loved them. 

Leila:
I didn't want to talk about my trauma while I was digging into a processed jam tart. Oh and the worst one, lemon curd.

Priya:
Oh my god so good.

Leila:
No. In school you know like you go to the dessert. You queue and whatever and if you were last, you know like they run out of all the good school dinners, they run out of all the good desserts. You'd be left with like the worse school dinner and also the dessert you'd be left with was like a yoghurt or a jam tart instead of like the sponge, so upsetting.

Priya:
Oh my god I do not agree with you on this. I love jam tarts, lemon curd tarts, delicious. I could easily sit here and hoof a jar of lemon curd. Because I am a wartime child.

Leila:
No.

Robin:
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Would you guys go on Celeb Bakeoff?

Priya:
Yes.

Leila:
Oh yeah.

Priya:
In a heartbeat. 

Leila:
I can't bake though.
Robin:
That's one of the best ones isn't it?

Priya:
I would make a giant corned beef pasty, like a giant corned beef pie ala my nan in the '90s. 

Robin:
Do they do savouries on Bake Off?

Priya:
Yeah sometimes. But they give you like a brief but I would ignore that brief and just do a giant corned beef pie.

Leila:
I love corned beef. Love corned beef.
Robin:
Just with a big like bag from Sainsbury's [laughs].

Priya:
Exactly.

Leila:
Thoughts on scones, that's what I want to know?

Priya:
I like 'em. I've got no preference on what goes where. I like them. I am an old lady and I love a Marks and Spencer's scone so. 

Robin:
I would never choose it if I saw it.

Leila:
No I'd have it. 

Robin:
I have only had them at afternoon tea. That's the only time I've ever had them.

Leila:
Yeah same. Or in like a meeting, if you go to a corporate meeting and they serve you. I've had that experience. I've had that so many times where I've had to go into a meeting when I was part of the corporate media world and what they do is give you these little bits of sandwiches and scones while they discuss who is worthy of telling their story, it's so embarrassing. 

Priya:
God it's bleak. 

Robin:
I feel too awkward to eat in those things I think.

Leila:
Oh I don't.

Robin:
You know when you sort of see a bowl of whatever and you're like.

Priya:
Take one for later, sneak it out.

Leila:
I simply only participate in, like that's the only way I can participate in those meetings. 

Priya:
Is if you have a scone? 

Leila:
Yeah.

Priya:
I love a scone, I would choose a scone.

Leila:
Would you, when?

Priya:
I would also choose a toasted teacake. Quite frequently. This is indicative of who I am as a person, quite frequently I will go to Marks and Spencer's and have a little lunch with my nan and I'll have a scone or a toasted teacake. Our sponsor is not Marks and Spencer's.

Leila:
You've banned your nan from having scones now though.

Priya:
I have banned my nan from having scones but only because her diabetes is out of control.

Leila:
So you would sit there with her and be like watch me eat this scone nan.

Priya:
Oh no obviously now I wouldn't sit there with her and force her to watch me eat a scone. 

Robin:
Until you mentioned the pronunciation I didn't realise there was another thing that people are so fucking particular about with these things. 

Priya:
Scone. Scone.

Robin:
It's so arrogant to think that anyone cares about it. 

Leila:
Yeah that's very true.

Priya:
But I feel like that's a tourist thing that they all argue, like it's not a real thing.

Leila:
Yeah they don't actually care. 

Priya:
But the tourist board has decided that there's animosity.

Leila:
It's creating unnecessary division. 

Priya:
Yeah you're right this is the main problem in this country at the moment.
Leila:
Also if you don't like the way that it's put on just turn it around.

Priya:
Oh my god yeah!

Leila:
What's the problem?

Priya:
Also if they're not sandwiching them, oh because you put a bit of, but oh it doesn't matter.

Leila:
I'm annoyed now. I'm annoyed now because it's so inconsequential. 

Robin:
It's all going in your tummy and it's all going to get pooed out and it's all going to get pooed out into the humidifier so what's the issue?

Priya:
[Laughs] 

Leila:
Oh god.

Priya:
Hideous. Hideous.

Leila:
Um I really don't like whipped cream.

Priya:
Like canned whip cream?

Leila:
Uh yeah.

Robin:
Like squirty.

Priya:
Oh really? Do you not like it?

Leila:
But especially squirty, oh my god.

Priya:
Fair enough. I prefer clotted cream.

Leila:
Yeah, oh yeah.

Priya:
Because it's basically just pure fat. 

Leila:
Again I'm so allergic. 

Priya:
Oh yeah your dairy.

Leila:
But phwoar clotted cream. But that yellow shit on top of it, I don't know what it is.

Priya:
The scum, the cream scum.

Leila:
The scum of like a cow's...

Robin:
It is scum yeah.

Priya:
Delicious.

Robin:
[Laughs]

Priya:
I'm so hungry.

Leila:
I'm hungry as well. 

Priya:
Why?

Leila:
I don't know, sorry. 

Priya:
Not the asshole.

Leila:
Not the asshole, no, big no, big no.

Robin:
No the colleagues are. The fact that everyone hates her when she did something nice. Not the asshole. Colleagues are the assholes.

Priya:
Yeah. Leave your job, become a comedian, we'll see you on the road with that weird man from the earlier one. See you in a services outside Newbury, we'll meet and have a Greggs. 


[Here to Judge Outro Music] 

Melanie:
This has been a Little Wander production. Music from Rhodri Viney. Local artwork from Sam Roberts. Voice from Melanie Walters. With special thanks to Beth Forrest, Steve Pickup, Sam Roberts, Henry Widdicombe, and Jo Williams. Other podcasts from Little Wander include: I Wish I Was An Only Child, and Welcome to Spooktown. Subscribe now on iTunes, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts.

[End of Podcast] 
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